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by that the handling of :the Oswald security csse? -

Mr. Scelso. This was a theoretical possibility. In othes

.words, we knew right off that the FBI had been in touch with

Oswald becnuse wae got regular —— the FBI ‘gent us copies of ai.
of thsir reports on people that might be ofrinterest to us,
including Oswald, and masses of‘stuff. These reports had not
come to my desk befere the assassination, you see, or perhaps
they had because, of-course, we knew Oswald had been in Mexxco
Maybe we did get it, but I know they never came across my desw
personally. And we knew, of course, that an FBI special agon:
was meeting Oswald at infrequent intervals torfind cut how

he was doing and so on.

Therefore, there was a possibility that in some way, sha
or form, the FBI mighs have been derelict or culpable or
something like that, and of course, we never developed angthluz
like that.

Mr. Wallach. Did you ever have any discussions with any.
about why the facts you have labeled as siQnificsnt in tha:z

report when Lavzenwach showed you the FBI veport, were neve.

. .
prought to your attention at any earlier date?

Mr. Seelso. I mentioned it to lelms, and I mentioned :
the meeting, this climactic meeting, and no one comuented o
it pecause it was par for the course. The FBI could be

extremely clannish and protective of their own interests, =i
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very sure that they'could not be criticizad, and’ thgy‘wanted

all of the facts before they would let anybody khow anything.

Mr. Wallach. You mentioned before that you talked to

‘certain membars of the Warren COmmisaion.

Do you remember who -nose were?

Mr. Scelso. I recognize their names. They were lawyers.

Mr. Wallach. Staff ﬁembers.
My, Scelso. Staff membersa.

Mr. Wallach. Do you remember the type of conversations

you had? I know you can't remember the specific conversation.

Mr. Scelsc. Yes. We did not pass to them in writing at

that time the information that

that we had

photosurveillance. We passed this word to them verbally.

Senator Schweiker. Was there anything else that number

you didn*t pass, that you

you didn't pass the fact

you had photo surveillance. Was there anything else?
Mr. Scelso. . we didn't pass it in writing. We told th..
verbaliy.
> '
Senator Schweiker. Was there anything like this that 3.
treated in that way that you can recall?

ur. Scelso. The rature of our intimate liaison with .

Mexicans, we didn't put down in writing. We told them all

verbally so they had the bemefit of it. I was authorized L
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aecurity of the Warren Commission was going to be ‘and SO OnN.
Fortunately, the interrogatiqn of SilVLa Duran came out and
corroborated everythan that was in the telephcna calls, I

tﬁink};right down to the last nailé and wa werefable to pass th.

detsils of the interrogation then 1n uriting, and“of course,
wa showed them the transcriptioﬁs of the £61ephone calls.
My, Wallach. Was there ever any discuaaion'out at the

Agency about whether or not there was a Nicaraguan involvenent

in the plot to assassinate president Kennedy?

Mr. scelso. 1 don't recall any.

tr. wWatiach. I mean especially after rhe Alvarado
ingident, he peing a Nicaraguan. obviously trying to pin

plame on the Lubans.

HMr. wallach. Yo essentially caic before that one o©f

areas toaT you did look into wert Cswald's contacts in mest

Hr. Scelso. tes.
wr, wallach. Wnat Was your ynderstanding as Lo who Wil
runniny wnich agency was running the ipvestigation in Mexic.:

City with respect to gswald's activities?
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bus trip in and his bus trtp out, and tth wcrked ver" intins th;
with the Mexican services on this. This was & departure from
ordsnary procedures,

by Winstaon Scott and hl

Mr. Wallach.

5mpassador Mahan?

Mr. Scelso.
Mr. Wallach.
Ambassador Mahan?
Mr. Scelso.
Mr. Wallach.

Mr. Scelso.

It waa worked out by our station down Tie:]

ey

FBI comrades..'

1 0N

Do you know if Mr. Scott was reporting to

1 am sure he was.

' pid you ever have any conversatibns with

[

pid I have any?

Do you recall?

|
{
;
I

No. I wmet Ambassadoxr Mahan on trips there,

but not on this case.

Senator gschweiker.

Mr. Scelso.

Do you recall at one point the Ambass

Oh, yes, very definitely. It comes back to

me. He felt that very, Very definitely., and we got that in i

a cable from Win Scott, I pelieve, in which he felt the

anpassador was certain that this was the casé.

senator Schweiker. pDid he have any basis other than tiw

Alvarado incident. other than that that you came arO5S57

Hr. Scelso.

thing that got him started.

1 think the Alvarado incident was the main

{OP SECRET
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seenthis paper, the one that went to the President of Mex:i

Hr. 5ce150. VI_have seen it here today.

Senacor Schueiker. ?ejcgme:ac;oss,thia elsevhere is ..

ﬁDid the Cuban Embassy furnish Oswald a place to stay i-
Hexico City, the question s, It isg’ reliably reported that
Oswald did not know his address in Mexico City, buitthat
the Cuban emﬁaaay did know his address in Mexico City. As
recald, that is acéually on the phone conversation very
clearly. We saw a transcript of it. Isn't that unusual .
jtself? Didn't that strike you?

Mr. Scelso. As I recall it -- and you are triggerin:
things off in my memory which I haven't thought about for
13 or 14 years, Oswald had known his address wnen he was at
the Cuban embassy. and had told them his address. By the t.-
he gor to the Soviet embassy he had forgotten it, and the
Soviets got it from the Cubans who had written it down.

Senator Schweikcr. There were some allegations of
relationship, Jim, that Oswald had with Silvia Duran.

Do you want to pnrase that guestion?
Mr. Johnston. I don't know if you recall during thoe
that the Mexicans at least seemed to have information that

Oswald may have had some kind of a relationship with Silvia
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Senetor Schweikera A eexual relationship.

Mx. Johnston. - And the Dorticos and Armis telephone call,
there wag g question cf whether the Mexican éolice talked and
asked Duran about havinénee#ual xelations with 03wa1d. In 1367
for some reason, Silvia Duran said publicly, or at least
through a source, that she had had sexual relations with Oswalg
while he was there. |

Mr. Scelse. I dray a complete biank on. that. I certainly
think I would remember if it had been alleged, or we had
believed there was any substance to it.

Senator Schweiker. The other question or the list was, i
Oswald ever travel to Cuba from Mexico City?

Do you know why that question might have been put on the
list, and does that refresh your memory about any possible
trip that Oswald made to Cuba? |

Ar. Scelso. We we-ld have asked the Mexicans that so
that they would check their records to see if he had gone

froin Mexico to Cuba. This was because of some hanky panky.

]
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3 2 Mr, Wallach. Did you yourself have a chance to review
2 .
H 5 the tapes of Oswald's telephona conversations?
£
4 Mr. Scelso. No.
5 Mr. Wallach. Is it your belief that those tapes were
6 || erasead, or what happened to those tapes? f“-?: o L
" Mr. Scelso., I don't know what happened to it.
- 8 Mr. Wallach. I just really have one more question.’
e ) 9 Pid you have any contact yourself during this perlod with
10 | 2nvome from the White liouse staff such as Bundy? -
1 Mr. Scelso. No, I don't think I did. I have never neu
4 :
> McGeorge Bundy.
i a2 9 Y
é 13 Mr. Wallach. And did you ever have contact with McCone?
<
’ 14 Did you ever talk to McCone about the Kennedy assassination?
o~ Mr. Scelso. Ho.
15 :
™~ 16 Mr. Johnston. You mean during this whole time everything
went through Helms?
17
) Mr, Scelso. Yes. :
18 i
g 10 Mr. Johnston. Let me show you Director Cable 86054 to
? Mexice of 30 November 1963 which I showed vou earlier this
3 20 .
g 21 morning on this aircraft flight, and this cable reports
;
- 22 ,
i the Cubana flight on November o_:....
& 23 :
: going from Mexico City to Havana, was delayed from 1700
o 24
' to 2200 hours awaiting an important passenger who arrived au
25
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in the pilots cabin to Havnna.;

craft without going through Customs or Immigrntion, and traveleL

We have attempted;to find what follow—up'went on this.

M, Scelso. I hava no‘recollecéian of ‘this..
Oh, I have =~ I cgn't say'whether I recall it or not,
Mr. Johnstoni:You did not originate this cable, right?
Mr. Scelso. ﬁo;
Mr. Johnston. And are you on distribution?
Mr. Scelso. Yes, Chief, WH-3 is oh it in the middlé therc |
at the béttom. |
Senator Schwéiker. Wouldn't this have had some
significance in view of what we now know?
Mr. Scelso. Yes, although I am not sure what significance
it mighp have had. The Mexicans were always =-- £he Cubans
were always shooting people in and out of the country in stréngu

ways. The link from Havana to Mexico City by air was at that

time the only air connection that Cuba had to the Western

Hemisphere. And countless people, important foreigners, news- |

% :
paper people, Mexican government officials, went in and out !

through tnis way, and the Cubans often made attempts to concoa:
who they were. We were watching them like hawks and kep:
tabs on-the travel of Americans, Europeans, Asiatics, and

80 on to Cuba.
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was the only "paasenger' o}: a Cubana Airlines fl:l.ght -

Mr. Scelso. Well, ha waan t.the only paasenger.

Mr; Waligép;‘;Wel;, I“jua; wondered if theras would be
some significaﬁée iﬁ tﬁét fdc€; '

Mr. Scelsc. Well, that signaled the arrival of somebody
who was important enough to hold up a plane, and he came in 27
é private plané.. Ofccourse, there is a great deal of private
plane travel around Mexico because the road network is so bacd.

#¥r. Johnston. Butiit seems to me just vital, and I
guess I asked who had action to follow ﬁp on-this, to see if
there was a follow-up. It seems the basic guestion you would
ask is where the twin-engine aircraft came from, and that is
certainly within U.$. Government capabilities to determine
where that airecraft came from, and I ask why that wasn't G
and who had responsibility for fallowing that.

Mr. Scelso. Well, the Mexico City station should have
that. Whether it wés done -- what is the date of that cul (.

Mr. Johnston. 30 November.

i

Mr. Scelso. 30 November. Whether there was a follow-. .

TOP SECRET
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Senater Schweiker.-

Thatsﬁould have meant what, the

Chief of Station there?

N

Senator Schweiker. And of course, with Ambassador Mahan

breathing down his neck.

.

Mr. Scelso. Well, Mahan wouldn't have heen that cable.

Senator Schweiker.' But breathing down his neck about

Cuban involvement, he would have been pretty sensitive to thiy,

Mr. Scelso. I think that by that tine, we, Mexico anda
Ambassédor Mahan no longer placed much --

Senator Schweiker. By the 30th?

Mr. Scelso. I think so, yes.

Senator Schweiker. When the FBI guy came back. Well, I
thought the polygraph didn't occur until the first week of
December.

Mr. Johnston. I think that's right.

Senator Schwelker. I think the FBI guy went down there
around the 30th and came back around the lst or second, anu
the polygraph I think was taken a few days after that, which
means that he was still pretty --

Mr. Johnston. Let me ask you a second Strange movemcn:

that -has concerned us is that a man by the name of Gilberto

TOP SECRET
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"Lopez, and therelia qu te a bit of cable traffic nt the time

you were involved - basically the story

is that Lopez crossed the

border from Texas into Mesico on November 23rd, 1963, the
border hav;ng been closed the afterncon of the 22nd, that he
arrived 1n Mexico City on November 25th, and departed aa the

only passenger on a. late evening flight to Havana, and thatg

he looked, "suspicious” accordiu

to the cable.

We do know that CIA checked paséport records here, fousul
that he was traveling on an invalid passﬁort, that he had le:1+
Cuba in 1960, had been born and raised in Cuba, although he w.:
allegedly an American citizen, and had sgent some time in tin.
country before going back to Cuba, a young m;n with no
particular background.

Do you have any knowledge of --

Senator Schweiker. We also know a licttle bit abous his
travels in Miami.

Mr., Johnsten. That was developed later, after-he le:s-

G L

the case, and [ wondeved whicther vou had any recealluction .
Gilberto Lopez?
Ar. Scelso. 1 have ao rocollection.

Senator schwaiker. rfill niw in on the rescg.

Mr. Jonnston., Subseqguently the FBI in its investigezio

determined that he was living in Tampa, Fleorida, and was a.

—-
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awaiting an important phona call from Cubu which was supposed

to tell him whether he could return or hot, and at least until

5:00 p.m. that day, the phone call had not gotten there.
President Kennedy was in Tampa on the 18th of Novemﬁer.- On
the 20th of November, Lopexz gpplied for ang received an entry
visa or entry bermit into Mexico, and then wWe next have him
€rossing the border at Nuevo Laredo on Movember 23rd, apparent]

nlthough there is no border crossing record, but they assume

he crossed there, and @ think those later facts about him wer

pProbably available to Rocca butlnot to you,

A subsequent report by Mexican police author;tles Wa s
that Lopez was somehow involved in the assassination.

Mr, Scelso. Well, they would pick up things like that.
Ther¢e was a tremendous flow of people back and forth to Cube
during this era, you see, conétantly, any number of Cuban
refugees want;ng 0 go back to Cuba, enormous traffic across
the Mexican border.

Senator thwelker we also got a report that he's liviaq
the Life of Riley in Cuba, rnot doling very much work there,

#r. Johnstoun. Oux.last report he was plaving dominocs.

Senator Schweiker, Literally.

Mr. wallach. I have once point I would like to go into,
and I real;ze this is, this information came to another agesc -

attention way after you left this ig 3967, but I want to as:

‘TOP SECRET
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-anything on this group that you mentiocned. ;

. ‘-%h . i s
if at any timd’ you redaf& haaring anythin about the.eufacts.

In essence, another Agency was told that a group of Cuban

refugees had been sent by Bobby Kennedy to Havana for the purpo:

.

.

of overthrowing Castro, and subsequently killing Castro in

1963, that all the members of that group had been captured

they were tortured, and- confessed, etc., and Castro,”in
retaliation, sent a team of assassins over here to this
country and that the other agency was informed, and this was
never verified that indeed two of thege assassins, or indeed
agsassins or labeled assassins were living in New Jersey.
Now, at any time while you werc}ihﬁolved’in this, do you
recall whether or not it was checked wnether Cubans, ..o,
unusual about any Cubans that had cone into the deuntr,”
checks run through WAVE td.see if there Qas any information
that possibly an assassin would have been sent into the U.S.?

Mr. Scelso. Well, from the FBI and from our WAVE

station there was a constant flow of reports about the

activities of Cubans in the United States. I don't recall i

Ar. Wallach. Do you recall heaving anything generally
a grou? of Cuban refugees beiny castured in the spring of
'63 and being tortured and confessing that Bobby Kennedy hoe
launched that boat in essencé?

Mr. Scelso. I don't recall that.

HMr. Wallach. Whether or not that's true, I'm not sayin:.

TOP SECRET
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that-Castro, a3 I recall, alleged that they wera Sent in t¢

; 5 the Cubang allegeq this, I don't know,

! 6 Mr, Hallach, I don'¢ have anything furﬁher. o ’
5 ” © Mr, Johnston, I've jugt gone one more major point that {
f L3~ 8 want to agk You about, apg that ig, after your'testimony
@ 9 today ang what we haye‘discussed, te go béck to your recollac-
::‘ 10 | tion of whether ¥You dealt wijth or who in sag
ol 11 You daale with, sasg being tﬁe Cuban tagy force?
- g 120 Hr. Scelso. most of myrrelatiouships WLith the Cubap
i g 13 desk wepe conducted by rﬁem.bers of my staff, not by me
o * 14 personally.
0o 15 Mr. Johnston, Woulg YOUu name the People pn Your stafg
™~ 16 to the best of vour recollection?
17 Mr; Scelso. ag that time?
.18 Hr, ;Johnscon.: Yes.,  Now, this ig qn Wil~3.  1n other
g 19 wWords, You juse took wH-3 44 used thaeo
g 20 Mr. Scolge. Yes. I ysed the eneg,,. brancii as a task :
.§ 21 f force, opr working gn the_Kennedy assassinagion, and wa rah
; 20 ou; SOWLYY work oy the side,
5 oz One of the key people working for v wagy
z z .
boE 2
Y 25 Mr. wallaeh. Is she se4)) with the Agency?
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Mr, Scelso. I don't know{x:Shé'was tranaferréd.to-ﬁexico,

3

and I think she was mentioned in Agee's book, along with a

lot of other people. She was an extremely gifted woman who

handlea all of our name tracing. It was to her work that the
Agency thank'g the fact that when Oswald did apéear back in
September or October in our cables, this information: was
promply disseminated in a routine fashion to other government
agencies. She islthe one who handled all of the name traces
and brbught things to my attention.

Mr. Wallach. Do you recall being informed that some of

Oswald's letter had been intercepted, or letters to and from

Oswald and his wife Harina by the mail opening operation th.u:

we now know the CIA was conducting ¢

Mr. Scelso. I recall being informed that letters hac

been intercepted, and 1 learned from Mr, == it

way have been in connection with this investigation oy soite 37
investigation -- that mail o and from the Soviet Union, or
to and from tne lUnited States was peing intercepted, anu !

have seen intercepts, but I never knew thatc this intercept -

zlace in the territorial UZa, 5T anyplace elsae,

LY
| assumed that it took place in Europesd capitals 1ike Par: '

Landen.
Mr. Waellaech. oy gqueszicn was whether or not you | Stel
tnat any of Cswald's mail --

Mr. Seeisc. 1 seem to recall that some of these e

TOP SECRET ~
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N ’
were available and that'I saw'them;

Mr. Johnston. And for me I just want to clarify the

significance of that point, and that is that you had or you wer:

Privy to something that was at that time as sensitive as the
mail operation, )
‘ Mr. Scelso. Yes., I was Qéeéificaliy‘—f you had to be

specially briefed on it.

Mr. Johnston. But you were not privy to the assassination
plots.

Mr. Scelso. No.

Senator Schweiker. Well, we.want to thank yvou very nuch.
You have certainly been very stralghtforward and very coQpera-
tive.

“r. Scelse., I would like to add something if I may,
Sénator.

Senatoxr Schweiker. Sure.

Mr. Scelso. I would like to give you a typical exampie ~-
yoﬁ may have heard this story before. Please stop me if R
do -- of how Agency eofficers like myself and others --

Senavor SchWeiker.\ fo you want thilis on the fecord?

Ar. seelso. Any way you want it.

Senator Scihweiker. 1t is up to you,

Ar. scelso. -- l l

POu s

have heard this from Mr. Phillips because he was a witness o
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I at that time, my

branch, because of my outstanding work, had expanded until i
had the entire Caribbean, except for Cuba, thrown into my
branch. It was the largest geographical branch in the Agency.
Because of the landing of the American troops.and 80 on, we

get up a war room adiacent to our communications center, and

we had our own teletypes and we had charts on the wall, and

were sitting around there. And You may remember that at thag -

vy chance, sone military nuts started a revolution
prematurely because of petty grievances, and these Communists
came out of the woodwork and took over the revolution. They
just came out of their hiding places and took everything over
and had everything oryanized, and it was a Gery danyerous

situacion.
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came into our war room_where-I;:Mr.:Philllps'and four or five
other people who had been on our feet for days and days and

days, were reeling arxound in a groggy state, and we showed him

And for the second time that day, Helms stepped betweon
me and Raborn with his back to me so 1 wouldn't be able to
say what I was about to say, and raborn was a very positive

feliow, so he left.
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And that would have been my reaction if I had been mixel
up in this Castro business.

Senator Schweiker. Well, we certainly appreciate kno@ing
this, and it is very helpful to us to get a balanced perspective
of the situation.

But you really have been most helpful to us I think in
terms of what you had available to you at the time. You hawve
shed as much lighf as anybody on exactly what ‘did happern an.
now it -happened, and what happened, and we certainly appreciat.
it very much.

And thank you for coming in.

Mr, Wallach. We have a Eouple of more questions.

(Discussion off the record.)

{Senator Schweiker left the hearing room.)

Mr. Johnston. We have just a couple of more guestions,
and incidentally, you have a right not té continue your
:QSLimoﬁy in tne absence of a Ienator. 1

Mr. Scelso. I will waive thac.

L Johnscoon. [ oan going to ygive you off'the record whw
name of the case officer who et with AMLASH on November 2in..,
and ask -- lel's go off the record.

(Discussion off the record.)
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Mr. Johnston. Back on ‘the record.’

Was that case officer involved in your investigation?

Mr. Scelso. 1 cannot answer the gquestion because this
name, while it means some;hing to me, does not give me a
picture of anyhody, and have you ever seen the man?

Mr. Jehnaton. Yes.

Mr. Scelso. And as I recall --

(Discussion off the record.)

Mr. Scelso. I can gay that I know absolutely noéhing. e

may have been involved in the field in some way.

Mr. Johnston. At least you did not talk to him in
connection with your investigation.

Mr. Scelso. Nb.

Mr., Johnston. And his name never came up as a CIA
officer who might have knowledge.

Mr. Scelso. Not to my recollection. I would be pretiy
sure_.

Mr. Johnscon.  Oray.

Mr, wallach. D0id you know during the course of your

invesyvligativn whetner or ot ﬁhc Agency had hich level
sources witn}n the Cuban Jovernment or Qithin Cubun inteli. ™
Janicae?

Mr. o teelso. 1 oSdave mnows 1t oat oa nunbor ol junspgpog

my careeyr, because these people entered my area ad were

met there. 1 knew a lot about it later when 1 «as inSpeccﬂ
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- and going ower all the operations in the ‘Agency; and when

Cuban operations were opened up to usllater on.

Mr. Wallach. Let me ask you whether or not at any time

after you left that assignment, handling the investigation for
the CIA, you had any contact at all with the investigation

again?

Mr. Ocelso. Yes. From time to time Mr. Rocca would

call me and 1 would go down and talk to him, and we would

kick around a couple of things, especially when this State's
Attorney down in New Orleans -=-

Mp. Johnston. Jim Garrison?

Mr. Scelso. Jim Garrison started his convulsions. We

talked about things.

Rocca secemed to be convinceo that in the early days %

the investigation when I was running it, a yreat deal of

information must have come in beariig oo the pcoplé in e
Orleans that were mixed up in tne L1 UL E0N accusatiops, S
{ tola Rocca nou to my recellecti.on, that nolcdy that waeu
there mided uw, ncludiayg the cellia player ana Tlay Show
thc bald-headed »ilot who digd vysceriously, snd s0 an,

ever come up in the ipvestigation as long as i was handl::..

TOP SECRET |



10

11

12

13

waARD & PAUL

14

15

16

i7

18

19

21

22

24

410 First Sieeet, 5.E., Wartungtan, D.C. 20803

"basis in your regular capacity with anyone at your level ax i
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Mr. Wallach. Yare you ever present at a meeting attended

by President Johnson and Mr. Helms?

Mr. Scelsoc. Never. 1've never been in Mr. Johnson's
prasence.

Mr. Wallach. Did you ever hear of an occasion on which
Mr. Johnson or Presldent Jobnson chewed out Mr. Helms?

Mr. Scelsc. No. I know Mr. Helms had some very tense
meetings in the White House. I have heard him talk about them
on the telephone in my presence, but I havﬁ never heard anythin.
specific.

Mr. wallach. More specifically, did you ever near any
discussion as to whether the President was anhoyed at Mr.
Helms for not telling him about assassination plots?

lr. Scelsc. No, I never heard ahything about that.

Mr. Wallach. bDid you have any contact on a continuingg

the FBI, or was that all handled through liaison? E
Mr. Scelso. Almost all handled entirely by the liab=a .. .
i'had telephone coatacts with the FL from time to time.
sy wallach. Mave you ever Laafd the name THORMAS
.

that is a professor out in Colorado who mysteriously €isu; - ]

in 149677
Hr. doelse. No.
MNr. Mallacn., 1 nave 0o further guestions.

Lo you?
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Mr. Scelsﬁ. JNé.‘
Mr. Johnston. "I don't have any mora qﬁestions,
I want to thank you very much for coming back for this.
Mr. Scelso. Well, yﬁu kiow, I_don't do apything anyway .
and I'm very glad io come back. |
1 am very, very dismayed and shocked in the Aéency's
invelvement in some)of_these activities, it is so reprehensiblce
and unforgivable.
(Whereupon, at 12:42 o'cloéck p.m., the interviéw in the

above-entitled matter was concluded.}
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